33. The story of Kasyapa

Pareekshit, son of Abhimanyu and grandson of Arjuna
was an ideal king of Hastinapura. Once he went to forest for
huntihg. While searching for an animal he hit with his arrow,
he felt thirsty and hungry. On his way he saw Sameeka, a $age,
sitting in deep meditation and questioned him whether he had
seea any animal running that way. The sage wat nos mindful of
the aueries. There was no answer from him. Pareekshit got
annoyed as he had no answer from the sage. He placed a dead
snake abound the neck of the sage and returned to his capital
angrily.

Srungi, son of the sage, was informed by his friends that
Hb^ther was having a dead snake on his shoulders. He grew
wild and  cursed  that "the fellow who placed the dead
,snake around his fathers neck would die within seven nights
being bitten by Takshaka, a serpent.

> Sameeka learnt about his son's rash action and said ^The
king is th<? protector of all in the country. Why did you curse
ihim^my son ? A country without a king falls in chaos. Anger
begets sin and kindness begets happiness. People who have
.patience achieve success." He instructed Gowramukha, one of
his disciples ,to go to Pareekshit and request him on his behalf to
come to him so that the curse could be withdrawn^

Gouramukha went to the king and conveyed the message.
Pareekshit was shocked. In order to save himself from the curse,
he took shelter in a building specially erected for the purpose, in